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Paper Politics: 
An Exhibition of Politically and Socially Engaged Printmaking 
 
Two Upstate New York shows 
-September 4th-Novemeber 1st, 2008 
Dowd Gallery, SUNY Cortland 
 
-November 20th, 2008-January 4th, 2009 
Redhouse Arts Center, Syracuse, NY 
 

Submission Deadline: June 15th 2008 
 
(see submission details below) 
 
Contact: 
Andrew Mount 
Director 
Dowd Fine Art Gallery 
State University of New York College at Cortland 
Dowd Fine Arts Center, Room 162 
Cortland, New York 13045 
Phone: (607) 753-4216 Fax: (607) 753-5967 
email: mounta|at|cortland|dot|edu 
 
About Paper Politics: 
Paper Politics is a major exhibition of politically and socially engaged printmaking. The 
exhibit showcases print art which uses themes of social justice and global equity to 
engage community members in political conversation. The show has now been hung in 
several venues in the United States and Canada, including in Brooklyn, Chicago, 
Montreal, Seattle, Milwaukee, Portland, OR and Corpus Christi, TX. 
 
The exhibition features work by over 180 artists from the US and around the world; an 
eclectic collection of work by artists who are primarily activists, as well as artists whose 
work may not always be politically motivated, but who wanted to respond to the 
monumental trends and events of our times. 
 
Paper Politics presents a breathtaking tour of the many modalities of printing: relief, 



intaglio, lithography, serigraph, collagraph, monotype, photography. In addition to these 
techniques, we are delighted to include traditional media used to convey political 
thought, finely crafted stencils and silkscreened intended for wheatpasting in the street.  
 
The exhibition is organized by Josh MacPhee, an artist, curator and activist currently 
living in Brooklyn, NY.  He travels and lectures widely around the topics raised by his 
books Stencil Pirates: A Global Survey of the Street Stencil (Soft Skull Press, 2004), 
Realizing the Impossible: Art Against Authority (AK Press, 2007; co-edited with Erik 
Reuland) and Reproduce & Revolt/Reproduce Y Rébalate (Soft Skull Press, 2008; 
co-edited with Favianna Rodriguez). He also organizes the Celebrate Peopleʼs History 
Poster Series and is part of the political art collective Justseeds.org. 
 
 

Interested in participating? >:> This is how it works: 
 
We are looking for politically and socially engaged prints for a local, Upstate NY 
micro-show that will be exhibited as part of the larger Paper Politics show. This Upstate 
section will be curated by Josh MacPhee, Andrew Mount (Director of the Dowd Gallery) 
and Natalia Mount (Director of the Redhouse Arts Center).  
A portion of the micro-show will then be absorbed into the larger Paper Politics 
exhibition, which will continue to travel throughout 2009 and onward. 
 
Show Criteria: 
 
-You must live in Upstate NY. You do not need to live in Syracuse or Cortland, We are 
looking for printmakers from New Paltz to Buffalo, Albany to Rochester. 
 
-All prints must be politically or socially engaged in some way, but it is up to each 
individual artist to decide what is political. In general we are looking for prints that reflect 
on the larger world. 
 
-All prints must be at least partially made by a hand-printing process. This could be 
silkscreen, etching, block print, stencil, xerox transfer, itaglio or any other hand printing 
process.  IMPORTANT: We are NOT interested in prints that are digitally 
produced in their final state. You can spraypaint stencil on top of a digital print, but we 
do not want prints which were solely printed off a computer. 
 
-All prints must be on paper, and will be hung raw, no matting or framing. 
 
-Submit images of your prints via email to these addresses: josh|at|justseeds|dot|org,  
mounta|at|cortland|dot|edu, natalia|at|theredhouse|dot|org  Jpeg files are preferable, 
please make sure that the image is high enough quality that we can get a good idea of 
what the actual print looks like. 



 
-If you do NOT have access to sending digital images, you can send sample prints or 
slides to the Dowd Gallery at the address above. 
Prints and slides will not be returned unless you provide a self-addressed stamped 
envelope for return postage. 
 
-Initial submission deadline: June 15th, 2008. 
 
-From the material submitted we will select prints we want to include in the show.  Only 
one print per artist will be included (but feel free to submit several images for us to 
choose from) 
 
-Entry for the show is free. 
 
-We will be contacting artists whom we have selected in early August 2008.  Actual 
prints will have to be mailed to the Dowd Gallery by September 1st, 2008. 
 
 
 
 


