
Art Center to Exhibit Photographs Documenting Biodiversity and Health of Genesee River.
  

February 5 – March 13, 2016 
Opening Reception: February 5, 6-9pm           Artist Talk with David Liittschwager: February 25, 7pm

Rochester, NY (December 10, 2015) Rochester Contemporary Art Center (RoCo) and the Seneca Park Zoo 
Society are pleased to announce One Cubic Foot: The Genesee River. This exhibition in RoCo’s LAB Space 
showcases the work of award-winning photographer David Liittschwager through more than 60 images captured in 
the Genesee River in summer 2015. The photographs illustrate the rich biodiversity found in a small space during 
the equivalent of 24 hours, in what was once one of North America’s most polluted rivers. 

In August, 2015, the Seneca Park Zoo Society, working with a Community Advisory Committee representing more 
than thirty organizations, hosted and facilitated Liittschwager’s exploration of the Genesee River. Liittschwager, 
an internationally renowned photographer, has conducted One Cubic Foot documentary projects in locations 
around the globe, including South Africa, Costa Rica, and Central Park. Winner of a World Press Award for Nature, 
an Endangered Species Coalition Champion Award for Education and Outreach, and a Bay & Paul Foundation 
Biodiversity Leadership Award, Liittschwager lectures and shows his work in both fine art and natural history 
contexts. His photographs have been featured in National Geographic and exhibited at many museums, including 
the American Museum of Natural History and the National Academy of Sciences. “The story of the recovery of the 
Genesee River is maybe the most valuable story to tell in this place, at this time,” said Liittschwager. 

The project in the Genesee River also continued Liittschwager’s partnership with the Smithsonian Institution, 
bringing research zoologist Chris Meyer to Rochester to conduct DNA barcoding and create a permanent record 
of what was found in the Genesee. The scientific data obtained by the Zoo Society through this project will be 
made available online through inaturalist.org, and will be held at the Smithsonian Institution in perpetuity. “Every 
species, every different kind of creature has a story, and David (Liittschwager) does a great job of bringing out their 
personalities.”  

“Art can be a powerful tool for raising environmental awareness. David’s work connects nonscientists to the beauty 
and intricacies of the smallest of species, and, in doing so, inspires us to live more sustainably,” said Pamela Reed 
Sanchez, Executive Director, Seneca Park Zoo Society.

During their documentation of the Genesee River, Liittschwager and his team photographed more than 150 different 
living organisms, representing the species passing through a 12” x 12” x 12” cube during a 24 hour period. The 
exhibition at RoCo will include a selection of the photographic “portraits”. The exhibition will run February 5 – March 
13, 2016, with a public opening reception on February 5, 6-9pm. On February 25, the public is invited to meet 
David, talk with him about his work and gain a new, deeper understanding of his exploration of biodiversity.

“As with many great documentary/art/science projects the implications of One Cubic Foot will stick with you. Long 
after viewing the work, we will look at the river and envision the variety of life in every small volume. I am excited to 
partner with Seneca Park Zoo and exhibit David’s photographs at RoCo.” –Bleu Cease, Executive Director/Curator 
of RoCo. 

In keeping with the project’s name, 12” x 12” editioned, signed photographs of selected animals and plants will be 
for sale. Proceeds from the sale of the photographs benefit the replication of One Cubic Foot in the Genesee River 
as well as Rochester Contemporary Art Center’s LAB Space exhibitions.

Rochester Contemporary Art Center (RoCo) is a venue for the exchange of ideas and a not- for-profit 501(c)(3) that 
was founded in 1977. As a center for thoughtful contemporary art RoCo provides unique encounters for audiences 
and extraordinary opportunities for artists.

Seneca Park Zoo inspires our community to connect, care for, and conserve wildlife and wild places.

NEWS RELEASE 
for more information contact: 

Bleu Cease, bleu@rochestercontemporary.org
Ceci Menchetti, cmenchetti@senecazoo.org

Rochester Contemporary Art Center
137 East Avenue
Rochester, NY 14604  
585.461.2222 

hours: Wed – Sun 1-5 pm / Fri 1-9 pm
admission: $2 / free for members
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