
RoCo and The Print Club of Rochester Bring National 
Printmakers to Rochester, Announce New Collaboration.

 
Rochester, NY (July 31, 2016) Rochester Contemporary Art Center (RoCo) and the Print Club of Rochester are proud to 
announce their partnership in presenting Under Pressure: Redefining the Multiple. This exhibition marks a new level of 
collaboration between the two organizations and is the largest project for the two organizations since co-organizing a major 
exhibition in 2014.

Featured in this exhibition are four renowned printmakers, Ellen Heck, Jenny Robinson, Heather Swenson, and April Vollmer. 
Installed in Rochester Contemporary Art Center’s main gallery, the exhibition runs September 2nd through September 
25th. Under Pressure reflects RoCo’s ongoing efforts to bring new contemporary artists to Rochester and the Print Club of 
Rochester’s mission to expand the audience for the fine art of printmaking.

“We are so pleased to present Under Pressure: Redefining the Multiple. This latest collaboration between RoCo and the print 
club marks a new chapter of our two organizations working together to bring contemporary printmakers into the spotlight. We 
couldn’t be more excited for this multi-year partnership!”, added Bleu Cease, Executive Director of RoCo. 

The opening reception will take place on September 2nd from 6-9 pm at the Rochester Contemporary Art Center and an artist 
talk will be held Saturday, September 3 at 1pm, giving the public intimate access to all four artists and their ideas.

“The Print Club of Rochester is excited to engage a larger community in not only the Rochester area, but internationally and 
nationally. By developing close relationships with Rochester Contemporary Art Center, we are able to share  our knowledge, 
history and passion for prints with a diverse membership and a thriving art community in Rochester.” Says Adam Werth, 
President of The Print Club.

Ellen Heck, earned her BFA in printmaking and painting from the art Institute of Chicago as well as a BA in philosophy from 
Brown. Heck is a two time Elizabeth Green Shields Foundation Grant recipient which aids growing artists and students in 
furthering their training in their early years of artistry. She has exhibited in over ten different states, and internationally. She 
currently has works in the Wally Workman Gallery, Groveland Gallery, Davidson Galleries, and Kala Art Institute, where she 
was an artist in residence from 2009-2014. Currently, Ellen resides in North Carolina.

Jenny Robinson moved from London to San Fransisco, where she now resides and receives most of her inspiration for her 
industrial prints. Robinson earned her BA in Fine Art Print Making from West Surrey College of Art and Design in England and 
since then has gone on to exhibit in galleries such as, Davidson Galleries, Warnock Fine Arts and Kala Art Institute. In addition 
to teaching printmaking in schools all over the bay area like, San Fransisco Center for the Book, Institute of Contemporary Art 
in San Jose and Chico State, Robinson also has been a resident artist at the Kala Art Institute as well as Hartford School of 
Art.

April Vollmer, a New York City resident, works almost exclusively in Mokuhanga Japanese Woodblock. Her work has taken 
her all the way to Japan where she participated in Nagasawa Art Park Program. Vollmer has exhibited nationally and 
internationally at AIR Gallery, Islip Art Museum and Kentler International Drawing Space as well as teaches classes and 
lectures. Her work has been published widely including: Japanese Woodblock Print Workshop, Mid American Print Council 
Journal, and Art in Print, among many others.

Heather Swenson works and lives in Rochester, NY, where she had a solo exhibition in 2013. She earned her BFA in 
Painting and Drawing as well as in Printmaking from SUNY Purchase. Swenson has traveled back to Purchase where she 
has exhibited, in addition to exhibiting other locations in downstate and upstate New York. It is also not uncommon to find 
Swenson lecturing in Binghamton or in her home town of Rochester. 

“I’m so happy to be a part of the collaboration between RoCo and The Print Club of Rochester. Through this show, these two 
organizations were able to bring three women printmakers to Rochester, all of whom I am very excited to show with,” said 
local exhibiting artist, Heather Swenson.

The Print Club of Rochester is an organization devoted to preserving and exploring the fine art of printmaking. Club members, ranging from 
printmakers to collectors to enthusiasts, all share an appreciation for the aesthetic of the medium and its ability to produce images in multiples.

Rochester Contemporary Art Center (RoCo) is a venue for the exchange of ideas and a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) that was founded in 1977. As a center 
for thoughtful contemporary art, RoCo provides unique encounters for audiences and extraordinary opportunities for artists.
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